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Background: 

D.Net (Development Research Network), a non-profit organization, conducting research and action programmers, has been working since 2001, inter alia, for promotion of access to information and knowledge through use of various ICTs including internet. Since its inception in 2001, D.Net (Development Research Network) is working for creating an information and knowledge system for the poor (www.pallitathya.org) on different areas including agriculture, health, education, law and Human Rights, non-farm, appropriate technology, disaster management, rural employment and awareness, to improve rural livelihood.

With the consultation of eminent lawyers, researchers and human rights activists D.Net has launched a website on 5th August 2006 on legal and human rights issues titled www.abolombon.org with information of women rights, child rights, labor rights, land rights, minority rights and their related legal texts. The website became popular in rural information centers as well as to the human rights activists. 

It was felt that references of cases can used by the human rights activists and lawyers, if they are available on line. The proposal came from eminent lawyers and human rights activists. The following organisations and persons agreed to collaborate to develop a website on legal references:  

· Ain-O-Shalish Kendra (ASK)

· Advocate Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury

· Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST)

· Dr. Kamal Hossain and Associates

· Development Research Network (D.Net) 

· Law Review
The organisations agreed to work together to achieve the following objectives: 
· In Bangladesh the lawyer, police, judge, magistrate, student, researcher and activist are still using the hard copy of legal and human rights issues including text book, journal, reference book etc. The objective of the initiative is to make legal references and legal texts in a website and make it available through internet for the above stakeholders then it will help them to work saving wastage of time.

· To facilitate lawyers and activists to have easy to the website through internet and help the victims without unnecessary delay, avoid load of paper work and avoid struggle for searching books. 

· To facilitate knowledge sharing about human rights issues. 

· To facilitate judges to upload easily a judgment by logging and using password. 

· To facilitate protection of victims of violation of rights and get information about remedies according to the decision of higher courts. 

Target beneficiaries: 

· Those who are working as a service providing agency

· Those who are working to fight for the protection of the rights of distressed, disadvantaged and minority groups 

· The survivors/Victims

Activities:

· Searching the landmark judgments on human rights issues from DLR, BLD, BLC and MLR etc.

· Selection of those references will be done according to the nature of violation of rights, year of judgment, name of the parties, date of publication and the name of publication etc. 

· Proofing those by the members of this initiative.

· Uploading those references in the website in a structured format.

· Update the website according to the collection of published judgment.

Expected output:

· Human rights activists will access the judgments and take cue for protecting victims from violation of human rights;
· Law professionals can access and use these judgments as reference in other similar cases;

· Victims and general citizens are aware of the judgments, which open their eyes and get confidence in the judiciary system of the country. 
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